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Sunset United Church 
December 16, 2018 – Advent 3C 

Minister:  Rev. Tricia Gerhard 
Children & Youth Minister:  Michelle McConkey 

Choir Director: Nancy Edwards 
Pianists:  Shirley Hill/Kevin Petrychyn 

Sunset United, located on Treaty 4 Territory,  
is an Affirming community of faith.  All are welcome here.   

 
WE GATHER 

 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 
 
Hymn:  VU#59  Joy to the World (verses 1 &2) 
 
Lighting the Advent Candles 
 
Hymn: VU#7 Hope is a Star 
 
Hearing the Story:  Luke 2: 1-20 
2 1-5 About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Empire. 
This was the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to travel to his 
own ancestral hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went from the Galilean town of 
Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a descendant of David, he 
had to go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was pregnant. 

6-7 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, her 
firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger, because there was no room 
in the hostel. 

8-12 There were sheepherders camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches over 
their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed around them. 
They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful 
event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a 
Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket 
and lying in a manger.” 

13-14 At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises: 
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Glory to God in the heavenly heights, 
Peace to all men and women on earth who please him. 

15-18 As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the sheepherders talked it over. “Let’s get over 
to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves what God has revealed to us.” They left, 
running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing. 
They told everyone they met what the angels had said about this child. All who heard the 
sheepherders were impressed. 

19-20 Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within herself. The 
sheepherders returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they had heard 
and seen. It turned out exactly the way they’d been told! 

 
Video 
 
Hymn:  VU#69  Away in a Manger (v. 1&2) 
 
Sharing the Story:  The Unfriendly Beasts 

Hymn: VU#56 Jesus, Our Brother (v 1, 3,5&6) 
 

Hymn:  VU#91 The First Nowell (v1 & 4) 
 

Hymn: VU# 69 Away in a Manger   
 

Offering 
 Offertory:  VU#55 In the Bleak Midwinter (v.4) 
 Prayer 
 
Getting the Manger Ready 
 
Hymn: #67 Silent Night 
 
Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 


